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DETAILED ACTION 

The following communication is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 
12/27/2005. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 9,14 are original. Claims 1,6,11-13 are currently amended. Claims 2,4- 
5,7,10,15-20 are previously presented. Claims 3,8 are cancelled. Claims 1-2,4-7,9-20 
are therefore currently pending. 

Response to Arguments 
* Applicant's arguments filed 12/27/2005 have been fully considered. With regard 
to the rejection under 35 U.S.C §112, Applicant's amendment to the claim is sufficient 
to clarify the claim, and the rejection is hereby withdrawn. With regard to the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C §103, Applicant's amendments have altered the scope of the claims. 
As a result, a new ground of rejection is detailed below, and Applicant's request for 
allowance is respectfully declined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim 1-2, 4-7 & 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Joao, et al, U.S. Patent #5878337, in further view of Camacho et al, U.S. Patent 
Application Publication #2003020684, and further in view of Stoutenberg et al, U.S. 
Patent #6827260. 

With regard to Claims 1,11,12,13 Camacho teaches the first limitation of the 

method, medium and computer program product and system comprising: 

comparing an actual value (a) with a preset parameter at an account server, the preset 
parameter defined by the account holder; (Page 4, Para. 42) 
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Joao teaches the other two limitations of the method and medium comprising: 

deriving the information (Z) in response to a transaction (n) that influences the actual 
value (a), the transaction (n) occurring between an account user and a purchasing 
entity; and (Col. 5, lines 40-51) 

providing the information (Z) to the account holder through the device, the device 
associated with the account holder. (Col. 6, lines 4-32). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
applicant's invention was made to combine the teachings of Joao, relating to 
transmitting transactional status and information, to an account holder for 
authentication, with the teachings of Camacho, relating to a method for comparing 
current transactional information with previously submitted rules at a central server. The 
motivation for such a combination is to take the benefit of Joao in getting prior 
authorization, but centralize the decision-making regarding parameter matching. This 
way decision about whether to authenticate a potential purchaser in a transaction can 
be made very quickly by the stronger computers in the central location, as opposed to a 
remote device. This system would be able to handle a large number of transaction 
requests than otherwise. 

Joao does not disclose the method wherein: 
the information (Z) includes an account balance. 

However, in an analgous application, Stoutenberg teaches this limitation at (Col. 
33, lines 43-55), which discusses transmitting an account balance as part of a POS 
transaction. Modifying Joao, so as to additionally transmit account balance to a 
cardholder, as described in Stoutenberg, would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
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art. The motivation for such a combination is within the knowledge generally available to 

one of ordinary skill in the art, and is simply to quantify data sufficiently in order to make 

quick decision regarding possible fraudulent activity. That is to say, in addition to 

providing indicators regarding a limit or geographic region, account balance can be 

quantifiable so as to create an immediate reaction in the cardholder. Further, additional 

motivation is found in the fact that the cardholder may want simple notice about an 

account balance in order to keep better control of spending by authorized users. 

With regard to Claim 2, Joao teaches the method comprising: 

transmitting the information (Z) via the network and receiving the information (Z) by the 
account holder via the device. (Col. 7, lines 14-29) 

With regard to Claims 4,16,18 Joao teaches the method, medium and system 
wherein: 

the preset parameter comprises a limit. (Col. 7, lines 49-64) 

With regard to Claims 5,17,20 Joao teaches the method, medium and system 
wherein: 

the preset parameter comprises a geographic region. (Col. 7, lines 49-64) 

With regard to Claim 6, Joao teaches the method further comprising: 

the step of setting multiple different parameters for contemporaneous use. 
(Col. 7, lines 49-64) 

With regard to Claim 7, Joao does not expressly teach the method wherein: 

the step of receiving the information (Z) comprises rendering the information (Z), the 
rendering including confirming a personal identification number assigned to the account 
holder. 
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However, Camacho teaches this limitation at (Page 8, Para. 76). A pass-phrase 
or personal identification number is an obvious modification to Joao. The motivation for 
such a modification is add even further security to the system in the event that the 
device associated with the account holder is lost or stolen. 

With regard to Claim 9, Joao does not expressly teach the method wherein: 
the step of receiving the information (Z) comprises requesting a password. 

However, Camacho teaches this limitation at (Page 8, Para. 76). A pass-phrase 
or personal identification number is an obvious modification to Joao. The motivation for 
such a modification is add even further security to the system in the event that the 
device associated with the account holder is lost or stolen. 

With regard to Claim 10, Joao teaches the method wherein: 

the step of transmitting the information (Z) via the network and receiving the information 
(Z) by account holder via the device comprises a wireless communication technique. 
(Col. 4, line 62 - Col. 5, line 2) 

With regard to Claim 14, Joao teaches the system wherein: 
the device is a mobile device. (Col. 4, line 62 - Col. 5, line 2) 

With regard to Claims 15,19 Joao teaches the method and system wherein 
the limit is a spending limit. (Col. 7, lines 49-64) 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
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THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is 
not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then 
the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date 
of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Alpert whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6738. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. If attempts 
to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 




Titer (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 




